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born as pigs and, lose their parents also. On their
anxious enquiry, he said that the curse would lapse when
Lord Siva would feed them. The twelve hunters
accordingly were born as pigs.

Rajaraja Pandya went on a hunting expedition.
In the expedition the parent pigs died leaving the twelve
young pigs. The place where the pigs died is now called
"Panri Malar9 and many yogis used to live in the
mountain. Agastya, who was narrating these Leelas to
the Rishis, told them that the king pig, father of the
twelve pigs, was formerly a Vindyadhara, that he was
cursed by Pulastya Rishi to become a pig as he hindered
the Rishi's Tapas and that, when the curse lapsed on his
being killed by the Pandya king, the place of his death
would become sacred and yogis would reside there.

The young pigs, having lost their parents, were
unfed. They were too young to help themselves. The
Lord Somasundareswara and Parvathi Devi who were
then going in thier celestial vimana above the forest,
noticed the young pigs, and, out of compassion, the Lord
became a she-pig and suckled the young ones. The
young pigs were then transformed into human beings
with their faces alone continuing to be pig's faces.

47. INSTRUCTING A KBANJAKITA BIRD

Rajaraja Pandya was succeeded by his son
Suguna Pandya to the throne, During his reign, a man
who has done many good things in his life was born as a
small sparrow on account of some small sin committed